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What is the MN Dream Act? 
The MN Dream Act (also known as the MN Prosperity Act) was introduced by Senator Sandra Pappas (SF723) and Representative 
Carlos Mariani (HF875) and was included in the omnibus higher education bill passed by the 2013 Minnesota Legislature and signed 
into law by Governor Dayton on May 23, 2013. 
 
The MN Dream Act provides certain benefits to undocumented students who meet the following criteria: 
• Attended a Minnesota high school for at least 3 years; and  
• Graduated from a Minnesota high school or earned a GED in Minnesota; and  
• Complied with Selective Service registration requirements (applies only to male students born 1960 or after); and  
• Provide documentation to show they have applied for lawful immigration status but only if a federal process exists for a student 

to do so (does not include applying for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals). There is currently not a federal process in place, 
so this documentation is not currently required.  

 
Students who meet the criteria in the MN Dream Act will be eligible to apply for the following benefits: 
• In-state resident tuition rates at Minnesota public colleges and universities. 
• Minnesota state financial aid available to students who meet state residency requirements.  
• Privately funded financial aid through Minnesota public colleges and universities.  
 
When did the MN Dream Act take effect? 
All of the benefits provided by the bill were available to qualifying students for any academic term starting on or after July 1, 2013.  
 
How do undocumented students apply for state financial aid under the MN Dream Act? 
Minnesota’s undocumented students should NOT complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form, even if they 
have a Social Security number through Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).  Students should use the MN Dream Act state 
online financial aid application at: www.ohe.state.mn.us/MNDreamAct. Before starting the application, students should print and 
follow the Minnesota instructions also provided on this web page.  A new application should be submitted for each academic year 
the student attends college. 
 
How do undocumented students apply for in-state tuition rates under the MN Dream Act? 
Students should first apply for admission to the college or university they want to attend.  The MN Dream Act state financial aid 
application can also be used to apply for in-state tuition rates at the University of Minnesota.   Students attending one of the few 
MnSCU campuses that still charge non-resident tuition rates should apply for in-state tuition rates directly with the campus. 
 
What documentation will be needed? 
After the student submits the MN Dream Act state financial application, the student will receive an email letting the student know 
the following information will need to be submitted to the MN Office of Higher Education to prove the student meets the 
requirements in the law. This information will only need to be provided the FIRST year the student applies. 
• Minnesota high school transcripts showing attendance at a Minnesota high school for at least 3 years (do NOT have to be 

certified copies) 
• Minnesota high school diploma (or transcript with a graduation date) or copy of GED earned in Minnesota (do NOT have to be 

certified copies) 
• Males born 1960 or later must provide documentation showing they complied with Selective Service registration requirements.   
• Eventually, documentation from federal immigration authorities verifying the student has applied for lawful immigration status. 

The MN Dream Act states students will have to provide this document only if there is a federal process in place for them to 
apply for permanent legal status, which does not currently exist. So, documentation will not be required at this point.  
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How can students obtain the necessary documentation from the Selective Service System? 
Males born after 1959 between the ages of 18 to 25 years old who have not yet registered with the Selective Service System should 
do so now.  If the student has a social security number, he may be able to register online at www.sss.gov. Confirmation of 
registration will be sent to the student within two weeks.  If the student cannot register online, he should download the registration 
form from www.ohe.state.mn.us/MNDreamAct  and submit it to the MN Office of Higher Education with all other MN Dream Act 
documentation. The Office will make a copy of the form and mail the original to the Selective Service System office on the student’s 
behalf.  This will avoid students having to wait 30 to 90 days for a response from the Selective Service system. 
 
Males born after 1959 who did not register with the Selective Service System when they were 18 to 25 years old will not be eligible 
under the MN Dream Act unless they can prove to the Selective Service System that their failure to register was not intentional. To 
do that, the student should download a Request for Status Information Letter from the Selective Service System web site, 
www.sss.gov, and send it to the Selective Service System.  They will later send the student a Status Information Letter that he can 
submit to the MN Office of Higher Education for review to determine his  eligibility under the MN Dream Act. 

Is Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) the same thing as the MN Dream Act? 
No.  DACA is a federal immigration policy deferring action against certain undocumented individuals who entered the Unites States 
as children.  The MN Dream Act is a state law providing education benefits to undocumented students who meet all the 
requirements in the state law.  Having DACA is not a requirement under the MN Dream Act.  However, if a student who meets all the 
requirements under the MN Dream Act also has work authorization under DACA, the student will be eligible to apply for a State 
Work study job. 
 
What other forms will be required to receive state financial aid? 
To verify the financial information provided on the MN Dream Act state financial aid application, the student will need to submit 
copies of the student’s and parents’ federal income tax returns for the prior tax year.  If the student’s or parents’ income was so low 
they were not required to file federal income tax returns, the student should submit a copy of W2 statements showing the income 
the student and parents earned from employment along with a signed statement indicating the student and/or parents were not 
required to file a federal income tax return.  If the student or parents had enough income to be required to file federal income tax 
returns and did NOT file the returns, they will have to do so now to qualify for state financial aid.  The student and parents can file a 
federal income tax return even if they don’t have social security numbers by applying for an Individual Taxpayer ID number, or ITIN.  
Further information about applying for an ITIN and the income levels for filing a federal tax return is available at:  www.irs.gov.   
 
If the student applies for financial aid as an independent student, the student will only have to provide the income tax 
documentation for the student (and spouse, if married).  Also, if the student only wants to apply for in-state tuition rates and not 
state financial aid, the student will not have to submit any federal income tax documentation.   
 
What type of state financial aid is available to students qualifying under the MN Dream Act? 
Students will now be eligible to apply for Minnesota State Grant, which is a need-based grant available to students attending college 
in Minnesota. The Postsecondary Child Care Grant is awarded to low-income students with children in child care while they attend 
college and requires a separate application available from the college financial aid office in addition to the MN Dream Act state 
financial aid application. Tuition reciprocity reduces the non-resident tuition rate charged to Minnesota residents attending a public 
college or university in Wisconsin, North Dakota or South Dakota and requires an additional online tuition reciprocity application 
available at: www.ohe.state.mn.us. If a student meeting the MN Dream Act has a Social Security number and work authorization 
through DACA, the student can also be considered for a Minnesota State Work Study job while attending college.  These students 
should contact the college after applying for state financial aid to let the college know they are interested in a work study job.  Any 
undocumented student can currently apply for a state SELF loan, which does not require the student borrower to have legal 
immigration status, but does require a co-signer who is a U.S. citizen or permanent resident.  More information is available at: 
www.selfloan.state.mn.us.  
 
Does meeting MN Dream Act criteria mean a student is guaranteed state financial aid? 
No. Financial aid programs have other requirements all applicants must meet, such as demonstrating financial need. It simply means 
these students are eligible to apply for and receive state financial aid on the same basis as U.S. citizens or eligible non-citizens. 
 
Will MN Dream Act or DACA students be eligible for federal financial aid? 
No. The MN Dream Act is a state law that provides state benefits to Minnesota residents regardless of federal immigration status. 
Federal financial aid programs require students to be U.S. citizens or eligible non-citizens to apply for and receive federal financial 
aid. 
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